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 -Caroline Sox 
Beginning	in	the	fall	semester	of	2016,	groups	of	students	
from	 two	 very	 different	 educational	 backgrounds,	 even	
countries,	 came	 together	 for	 one	 purpose.	 The	 task	 at	
hand	 was	 to	 re-envision	 the	 Clemson	 University	 Equine	
Center	 and	 create	 new	 master	 plans	 for	 the	 site.	 To	
accomplish	this,	four	equine	business	students	and	a	room	
full	of	 architecture	 and	 landscape	architecture	bachelor’s	
and	 master’s	 students	 joined	 forces.	 The	 architecture	











in	multiple	 site	 visits	 to	 the	Clemson	University	Equine	
Center	 and	 touring	 commercial	 and	 private	 equestrian	
facilities	in	North	and	South	Carolina.	We	visited	Tryon	
International	 Equestrian	 Center	 and	 other	 farms	 and	
homes	 to	 study	 famous	 architecture	 in	 the	 horse-centric	
location	 of	 Tryon,	 North	 Carolina,	 as	 well	 as	 a	 farm	 in	
Rock	Hill,	SC.	These	tours	provided	us	with	insight	into	
equestrian	 facility	 design	 and	 assisted	 us	 in	 generating	
ideas	 for	 our	 own	 projects.	 We	 also	 gained	 valuable	





Equine business senior Caroline Sox and architecture 
students presenting their work to professors and industry 
professionals Continued on Page 1
WELCOME TO THE 7TH 
EDITION OF THE AVS CORNER! 
In this edition of the AVS Corner, our 
student editors have compiled a series 
of new and interesting stories and 
highlights for your reading pleasure.  
Within these pages, you will meet 
some new faces in the department and 
be reacquainted with some old (rela-
tively speaking) hands.  You will find 
an article on fashion at the farms as 
well as a spotlight on two of our very 
accomplished alumni and Stakeholder 
Advisory Board members (Lydia and 
Kevin Yon).  Club activities are up-
dated, LNA is reported on and a cover 
story about a joint effort between the 
Equine Center and Architecture is pre-
sented.  Plenty of excitement to keep 
you hooked and coming back for more. 
Starting this semester, we have two 
new faculty members; husband and 
wife team Drs. Matias Aguerre and Ce-
lina Checura.  Dr. Aguerre is a Forage 
Utilization specialist with a focus in 
Dairy production, whereas Dr. Checura 
is a DVM/PhD and board certified in 
Theriogenology.  Both of these indi-
viduals bring much needed expertise 
to our teaching and research programs.  
As I reported in the last edition, we are 
currently recruiting 3 additional faculty 
positions:  Assistant Professor of Nu-
trigenomics, Equine Business Lecturer 
and Meat/Poultry Processing Lecturer/
Lab Manager.  Interviews are under-
way and by the time this newsletter is 
in your hands, we should have individ-
uals hired to fill all three positions. In 
closing, I encourage you to let us know 
where you are and what you are doing.  
You never know, you might be the 
subject of our next newsletter.  I hope 
you enjoy the newsletter and I look for-
ward to our continued journey together. 
May God bless each and every one of 
you and Go Tigers! 
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Midway	through	the	semester,	each	group	presented	three	master	plans	for	the	renovation	of	the	







Libbie	 Johnson.	Ms.	 Johnson	 is	a	well-known	horsewoman	and	contributor	 to	conservation	and	
equine	community	development	groups.	Students	presented	drawings,	3-D	printed	scaled	models,	





thE nEw EqUinE CEntEr Cont.
Top: Graphic image showing potential design for the 
CUEC. Left: One of the groups featuring architecture 
students, a landscape architecture student and equine 
business senior, Caroline Sox. Above: Photo from the 
site visit to Tryon International Equestrian Center.
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LIFE	 attended	 on	 Friday,	 and	 there	 were	 approximately	 300	
exhibitors	on	Saturday	and	200-225	guests	present	at	the	banquet	
to	 witness	 all	 of	 the	 student’s	 hard	 work.	 Freshman	 Adrianna	







Ultimately,	 Allison	 Harmon	 won	 Round	 Robin	 Champion	
representing	sheep,	and	Hannah	Richey	won	Round	Robin	Reserve	
Champion	 representing	beef.	The	 superior	 species	 award	went	 to	
the	fluffiest	of	 the	 species,	 the	 sheep!	LNA	 students	had	 to	 form	
bonds	with	and	gain	the	trust	of	 their	animals	over	 the	semester,	
and	 the	end	result	was	a	great	 livestock	show.	Congratulations	 to	
everyone	who	participated!	
-Peyton Voirin and louiSa KoCh
lna (Cont.)
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From thE FiEld: ClUbs and organizations
SWINE CLUB
LIVING HIGH ON THE HOG
The	 Swine	 Club	 started	 the	 semester	 off	 by	 attending	 the	 National	 Junior	
Swine	Association	Winter	Type	Conference	in	Perry,	GA.	The	club	was	invited	
to	 volunteer	 at	 the	day	 time	 shows	 and	night	 time	 sale	 in	 exchange	 for	 travel	
expenses.	At	the	sale,	the	top	grossing	hog	sold	for	over	$60,000	with	the	sale	
producing	 much	 more.	 One	 member	 explained	 how	 they	 had	 a	 great	 time	
supporting	 the	 youth	 who	 were	 actively	 participating	 and	 showing	 their	 pigs.	
The	club	also	spent	time	preparing	for	the	showing	opportunities	coming	up	in	
the	 fall	2017	semester.	The	Starkey	Swine	Center	has	been	breeding	purebred	








The	 Clemson	 Collegiate	 Horseman’s	 Association	
(CCHA)	 had	 an	 exciting	 spring	 semester.	 In	 April,	 the	
club	 made	 a	 trip	 to	 Lexington,	 KY	 for	 the	 American	
Collegiate	 Horseman’s	 Association	 annual	 convention.	
There,	members	had	the	opportunity	to	tour	and	learn	
about	 iconic	 places	 such	 as	 Keeneland	 Race	 Track	 and	
Rood	&	Riddle	Equine	Hospital	while	networking	with	
horse	 industry	 professionals	 and	 other	 students	 from	
across	the	country.	CCHA	did	several	fundraisers	for	this	
event,	including	working	at	a	local	rodeo.	Club	members	
have	 also	 been	 busy	 learning	 about	 the	 local	 horse	
industry	through	farm	tours	and	guest	speakers	such	as	
Dr.	 Keith	 Stafford,	 equine	 veterinarian;	 and	 Heather	
Quinn,	 	 of	 Easy	 Bend	 Farm	 and	 Rodeo	 Company.	
CCHA	looks	forward	to	an	exciting	fall	semester,	which	








class	 fundraiser	 they	 partnered	 with	 an	 animal	
rescue	 to	 have	 a	 Rent-a-Puppy	 on	 campus.	 We	
also	took	a	weekend	trip	to	Isle	of	Palms	beach	in	
Charleston	 where	 sisters	 got	 to	 relax	 and	 bond.	
Our	 socials	 and	 sisterhood	 events	 throughout	
the	 semester,	 such	 as	 Pancakes	 in	 Pajamas,	 were	
a	 success.	 We	 also	 focused	 a	 lot	 on	 scholarship	
this	semester,	with	bi-weekly	scholarship	nights	in	













semester.	 During	 the	 month	 of	 February	 2017,	 a	 number	 of	
PSC	 members	 attended	 the	 annual	 International	 Production	
&	Processing	Expo	(IPPE)	 in	Atlanta,	Georgia.	PSC	members	
had	the	opportunity	to	interview	with	a	number	of	companies	
in	 hopes	 of	 obtaining	 summer	 internships	 and	 jobs	 after	
graduation.	
Upon	 the	 completion	 of	 IPPE,	 the	 PSC	 invited	 a	 number	 of	
guest	 speakers	 involved	 with	 the	 poultry	 industry	 to	 speak	 at	
club	meetings.	Additionally,	 the	PSC	 completed	 a	number	of	














second	with	her	dairy	production	presentation.	On	 the	weekends	we	 toured	 some	of	 the	 local	dairy	operations	
including	Satterwhite	Farms,	Mayfield	Creamery,	and	Split	Creek	Farm,	we	went	hiking,	and	cuddling	with	cows.











ALL PAWS ON DECK
This	spring	semester	has	been	a	busy	one	for	the	ladies	
of	WAVS!	This	 semester	 continues	 their	 professional	
development	and	focus	on	developing	leadership	skills	
and	dedication	to	community	service.	They	have	been	
volunteering	 at	 Crossroads	 Animal	 Rescue,	 and	 in	
February	 they	 sold	 candy	 grams	 for	 Valentine’s	 Day	
to	 raise	 money	 for	 a	 WAVS	 scholarship.	 	 Students	
also	 made	 Valentines	 for	 the	 children	 at	 Greenville	
Hospital,	 and	 nurtured	 relationships	 with	 group	
activities	 like	 going	 to	 see	 A	 Dog’s	 Purpose,	 glazing	
pottery,	 and	 participating	 in	 a	 self-defense	 class.	 In	
April,	 the	 group	 participated	 in	 the	 annual	 etiquette	






From thE FiEld: ClUbs and organizations
AVS AMBASSADORS
ALL ABOUT THE AMBASSADORS
The	AVS	Ambassadors	dedicated	this	spring	to	welcoming	accepted	students	along	with	their	families	











TAKING THE BULL BY THE HORNS
The	 2017	 Spring	 Semester	 has	 been	 off	 to	 an	 exciting	 start	 for	 Clemson’s	
Block	 and	 Bridle	 Club.	 In	 February,	 sixteen	 of	 our	 current	 members,	 a	 few	
alumni,	and	several	extension	agents	traveled	to	the	National	Cattleman’s	Beef	
Association	Conference	 in	Nashville,	Tennessee.	 In	Nashville,	members	were	
able	 to	network	with	 top	cattle	companies	and	gain	an	understanding	of	 the	
different	 issues	 farmers	 face	 today.	On	 the	way	 to	 the	conference,	Block	and	













come	 and	 talk	 about	 their	 admissions	 process.	 We	 had	 schools	 such	 as	 the	 University	 of	
Georgia,	the	University	of	Florida,	Lincoln	Memorial	University,	the	Tuffs	Veterinary	School,	









and	 we	 had	 our	 first	 one	





KEVIN AND LYDIA YON










In	addition	 to	 serving	as	 stakeholders,	Kevin	and	Lydia	are	Honorary	Members	of	 the	Clemson	
Block	and	Bridle	Club	and	Clemson	Collegiate	FFA.	Kevin	has	served	as	President	of	the	South	







Bureau	 National	 Legislative	 Committee.	 The	 Yon	 family	 has	 also	 been	 very	 active	 in	 4-H	 and	
FFA	activities	 in	their	 local	community.	We	consider	ourselves	 lucky	to	have	such	dedicated	and	
knowledgeable	industry	professionals	who	are	willing	to	give	their	time	to	help	the	AVS	department!
-leSlie Ward
whErE arE thEy now?
JENNIFER FREEMAN
Class	of	2007



















COVERALLS CAN BE A FASHION STATEMENT!
did yoU know?
OUR FIRST PLACE WINNER 




OUR 3RD PLACE WINNER
is	Tom	Bunch,		he	likes	to	style	








-Peyton Voirin and annie Kate herlong
OUR 2ND PLACE WINNER
is	 Saad	Huessein!	 	As	 you	 can	
tell,	he	is	believer	in	accessories!	
Between	 the	 hat,	 scarf,	 and	



















Reproductive	 Management,	 Reproduction	 and	 Lactation,	 Graduate	
Seminar,	and	Protein	and	RNA	Analysis.	He	has	studied	reproduction	in	
many	species	including	cattle,	pigs,	sheep,	chickens,	pigeons,	and	mice.	His	






Faces	 working	 behind	 the	 scenes	 can	 have	 a	 huge	 impact	 on	 research	 productivity.	
In	AVS,	our	 lab	 technicians	keep	 things	 running	 smoothly	and	offer	 assistance	and	
guidance	 related	 to	 ongoing	 research	 projects.	 AVS	 has	 been	 blessed	 to	 have	 many	
talented	and	motivated	lab	technicians,	and	so	we	wanted	to	take	a	moment	to	make	
sure	you	know	who	they	are!
-Kim hill and annie Kate herlong






her	 work	 at	 Clemson	 is	 very	 different	 from	 her	
past,	 but	 she	 loves	 being	 a	 part	 of	 the	 research	
going	on.	Ms.	Rachel	likes	to	take	care	of	the	time	
consuming	 side	of	 research	 so	 that	 the	 students	
can	enjoy	the	rest,	and	her	most	interesting	project	
so	far	has	been	with	fetal	lambs.	She	enjoys	being	
a	 part	 of	 the	 animal	 science	 department	 where	
any	 questions	 she	 has	 are	 readily	 answered	 and	
she	 loves	 being	 able	 to	 work	 with	 the	 graduate	
students.
You	 have	 previously	 been	 introduced	 to	 Laine	
Chambers	 (histology)	 and	 Saphala	 Dhital	
(ruminant	nutrition),	 however,	 this	 semester	we	
also	 welcomed	 another	 new	 technician	 –	 meet	
Stephen	Saunier!	Stephen	is	the	new	lab	technician	
working	 for	Dr.	 Jenkins	and	Dr.	Lascano.	Their	
current	 project	 includes	 researching	 ways	 to	
supplement	unsaturated	fatty	acids	into	cow	feed.	





“Everyone	 is	 incredibly	 friendly	 and	 everyone	
seems	 to	 be	 happy	 working	 here,”	 Saunier	 said.	
Fun	fact	about	Stephen;	he	plays	the	banjo!
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nEw FaCEs in aVs
MEET DR. AGUERRE
Dr.	Matias	Aguerre	started	at	Clemson	on	January	2nd	of	the	Spring	2017	semester.	Dr.	Aguerre’s	













MEET JULIA TAGHER 
Julia	Tagher	is	the	new	Farm	Manager	at	the	Clemson	University	Equine	
Center.	She	graduated	from	Clemson	with	a	bachelor’s	degree	in	Animal	










MEET DR. CHECURA 
Dr.	 Celina	 Checura	 is	 one	 of	 the	
new	 faculty	 members	 in	 Animal	 and	
Veterinary	Sciences!.	She	graduated	from	
the	Universidad	Nacional	de	Río	Cuarto	
in	 Argentina	 with	 the	 equivalent	 of	 a	
DVM.	 She	 has	 a	 master’s	 in	 physiology	
with	 mention	 in	 reproduction	 from	
Colorado	State	University,	and	she	has	a	
PhD	 in	 endocrinology	 and	 reproductive	
physiology	 from	 the	 University	 of	
Wisconsin-Madison.	 She	 is	 also	 a	
diplomat	 in	 the	 American	 College	 of	
Theriogenologists.	Her	clinical	interest	is	









and	 Emergency	 Medical	 Services	 department.	 She	
loves	 working	 with	 students	 and	 says	 that	 knowing	
she	helps	them	gives	her	purpose.	Her	favorite	thing	









Equestrian	 Center.	 She	 began	 her	 new	 job	 this	
Spring,	 while	 finishing	 her	 Bachelor’s	 degree	 in	
Animal	&	Veterinary	Sciences	with	a	concentration	
in	 Equine	 Business.	 Carra	 is	 originally	 from	
















(AVSGSA)	 students	 have	 been	 busy	 with	 research,	 teaching,	 and	 a	
little	bit	of	fun	in	between.	In	December	2016,	the	graduate	students	
were	able	to	put	together	two	boxes	full	of	goodies	for	a	boy	and	a	girl	
through	 the	Operation	Christmas	Child	program.	 In	early	 January,	
the	AVSGSA	was	also	able	to	establish	the	Dr.	Homer	“Lee”	Higdon	
III	Scholarship	Endowment	with	 the	help	of	Dr.	Strickland,	which	
will	 benefit	 the	 students	 of	 Block	 and	 Bridle	 for	 years	 to	 come.	
Additionally,	 AVSGSA	 continued	 their	 philanthropic	 work	 with	 a	
spring	semester	food	drive	for	Clemson	Community	Care.	In	previous	
years	 there	were	over	 700	 cans	donated,	 and	 the	 graduate	 students	
hope	to	continue	to	exceed	that	number.	On	a	final	note,	the	graduate	
students	 of	 AVSGSA	 had	 a	 little	 bit	 of	 fun	 in	 the	 semester’s	 first	





Dr.	 Lascano’s	 ruminant	 nutrition	 lab	 has	 been	 extremely	 busy	 with	
research	 and	 writing	 this	 semester.	
The	lab	welcomed	Stephen	Saunier	
in	 January,	 who	 will	 be	 working	
as	 a	 research	 technician	 with	 Dr.	
Lascano	 and	 Dr.	 Tom	 Jenkins	 on	
several	 fermentation	 projects	 and	
developing	 different	 methods	 for	
protecting	 unsaturated	 fatty	 acids	
in	 the	 rumen.	 Master’s	 student	
Becca	 Klopp	 will	 begin	 her	 live-
animal	 research	 project	 on	 rumen	
development	 in	 calves	 this	 May.	
Doctoral	 student	 Saad	 Hussein	
is	 developing	 his	 research	 plan	 to	
work	 with	 precision-feeding	 fat	 to	
dairy	 heifers	 and	 plans	 on	 starting	
a	project	 in	the	continuous	culture	
fermenters	 this	 summer.	 Doctoral	 student	 Louisa	 Koch	 completed	 two	
continuous	culture	fermenter	projects	last	fall,	and	is	currently	working	on	
manuscript	preparation	for	the	Journal	of	Dairy	Science	and	dissertation	
writing.	 She	 also	 plans	 on	 conducting	 another	 live-animal	 study	 this	
summer.	 Additional	 projects	 being	 conducted	 include	 gas	 production	




THE DIRT ON DAIRY
rEsEarCh UPdatE
My	 undergraduate	 researcher,	 Samantha	 Sanders,	 and	




the	 Veterinary	 Cancer	 Society	 which	 gave	 us	 the	 unique	
opportunity	 to	 network	 with	 industry	 professionals	 from	
a	 variety	 of	 disciplines.	 	 While	 initially	 nerve-racking,	
attending	the	conference	was	more	akin	to	going	to	a	family	













men	for	 their	service	 they	responded	by	thanking	her	 for	 the	research	she	has	conducted.	




thanks	 to	 Dr.	 Strickland	 and	 the	 AVS	 department	 as	 well	 as	 Clemson’s	 Creative	 Inquiry	
program	for	providing	crucial	travel	funding.
-KryStina roWland
RESEARCH IS FOR THE DOGS
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Department of Animal and Veterinary Sciences 








Interested in reconnecting with the AVS department? Contact us, and we can talk about what form that might take. Perhaps you’re interested in 
being a guest speaker for one of our classes, acting as a sponsor for a WAVS member or moving a pet project forward. If you saw something here 
that piqued your interest, let us know! Former club members, students and faculty — we would love to hear about what you’re up to and where 
you are!
Be sure to visit the department website for more information, to join our mailing list (mailing or email addresses) and to suggest stories for future 
newsletters.
Find us at: clemson.edu/cafls/departments/animal_vet_science/
For general inquiries, please contact:
Jim Strickland Stacey Miller Kathy Still  
AVS Department Chair Administrative Assistant Student Service Program Manager & Freshman Advisor
jrstric@clemson.edu smille3@clemson.edu ktstill@clemson.edu 
(864) 656-3138 (864) 656-3428 (864) 656-3162
For newsletter inquiries, please contact:
Johanna Johnson
Lecturer
johann3@clemson.edu
(864) 656-0493

